










































Wisconsin State Historical Society Archives and Iconography Collection

Archives

Overall, the archival collection at the Wisconsin State Historical Society (WSHS)
is a tremendous resource for state-wide environmental issues, particularly legislative
activity, conservation records, maps, legal papers, and personal papers. The archives
are less comprehensive in proportion to a topic's relevance to the state.

In addition, the hierarchy of knowledge at the WSHS is pronounced and often
intrusive. Strict guidelines dictate the researcher's actions at every tum: check-in and
-out procedures, paper and pencil only at the desks, constant monitoring by staff
members, gloves with delicate materials and restricted access to certain files. Small
tables facing forward isolate each researcher. Moreover, due to an overabundance of
materials, organization is haphazard at best; computer databases contain only a fraction
of the collection, card catalog entries are vague and often poorly classified and files are
often missing. Even so, with a little extra effort and patience, a researcher can unearth
rich treasures at the WSHS.

Advice

Ignore the computers and use the card catalog, as only a quarter of the archives'
holdings are currently online. Be polite to the staff and dress nicely to receive good
treatment.

Sample Keywords
Land Utilization
Economics-Land
Ecology
Nothing on Livestock, Husbandry, Deer, Sheep. These must be in the

Agricultural Library instead.

Archive Highlights

Maps - The WSHS has a fantastic collection of maps, primarily emphasizing
Wisconsin. Plat maps of Dane County date back to 1832 and proceed every five years to
the present. The rest of America is covered in atlases, which are especially strong for
the 1850-1920 time period. The collection of U.S Geological Survey topographical maps
on Wisconsin begins in the 1880s and extends to the present. Also, a variety of
geographic maps detailing various aspects of land use and change over time are on file
for Wisconsin, the United States generally, and even the world. An interesting topic for
a research paper would be to look at the evolution of various kinds of maps. Looking at
maps over time, the biases of the medium and their creators become apparent. What
type of information is being represented? What is being left out? How? and Why? What
does this tell us about the uses of the land and human's relationship to these places?

John Muir - The archives contain a variety of artifacts on John Muir and his life,
including but not limited to, drawings of the famed naturalist, letters written between
1913 and 1954, autobiographical writings, poems, and numerous recollections of Muir by
neighbors, friends, family and colleag~.les.
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Aldo Leopold - Again, this Wisconsin native son has a secure place in the
WSHS. The holdings include and original manuscript of an essay entitled "Organizing
Conservation in Wisconsin," letters and writings by and about Leopold.

Environmental Law - A vast a detailed collection of legislative records and legal
documents record the evolution of Wisconsin state environmental law from World War II
through the present. Numerous prominent legislators through the years have contributed
personal papers to this collection, highlighting the legislative process and legal issues.

Conservation - Boxes and boxes of documents, letters and correspondences
capture the ideology and strategy of many Wisconsin conservation groups, including the
Fond Du Lac Conservation Alliance, the WI Ecological Society and Wetlands for
Wildlife, Inc.

Natural Resources - Under the broad area of natural resources, a researcher can
find heaps of papers and artifacts from state government officials and agencies, the
Wisconsin Natural History Society, the Natural Resources Association of Wisconsin,
Inc., as well as the papers of the Great Lakes Commission and the Great Lakes Harbors
Association. Of particular interest, the Huffman Environmental Oral History Project
dating from 1986 documents environmentalism in Wisconsin from World War II through
the present.

Interestin2 Finds

John Hammond business papers, 1864-1893, found under Land & River
Improvement Company. Contains information on land speculating, real estate, and
commercial development.

Connor Land & Lumber Company, 1872-1982, found under Land 0' Lakes
Association. Contains 50 archives boxes, 3 cartons, 10 flat boxes, 133 oversize volumes
of materials on the timber and lumber products business and the use of the Forest Crop
Act of 1927.

Miriam Runde Papers--one woman's involvement (1983-1985) in the Land
Tomorrow Project.

Elizabeth Palmer Holman papers, found under Women-history and condition of
women. Covers farm chores, housework, family health.

Iconol'raphy Collection

The iconographic collection again primarily emphasizes topics relevant to the
state with a smattering of regional and national icons. It has three general areas in
which to search: the card catalog, the albums lining the file cabinets, and the file cabinets
themselves. Most file cabinets contain images that you can access without a librarian's
help. They are divided into three categories. Red files are names, like John Muir. The
yellow files are places, generally Wisconsin. Blue are Indians, even down to Aztecs.
(don't get excited. there are only three pictures.) All three have finding aids somewhere
on top of the files. The information in these files is entirely separate from the card
catalog. The two don't cross-index at all.

One problem is that photos seem to be randomly, if ever, identified in time-no
dates.

2



These collections date from the late nineteenth century to the present and would
compliment a research paper tremendously. In addition, research could be done on the
representation of humans and nature in these icons: loggers at the tum-of-the-century
are heroicized, American Indians are romanticized, and nature is portrayed as both a
commodity and as an ideal. To a researcher trained in reading images, this collection
offers a unique way to get at the history of human/environmental relations in Wisconsin
over the past 150 years.

Advice

Explore freely. Many images can be seen without a librarian's assistance,
allowing browsing. However, you need to wear the little white gloves and only carry
pencils or people will get excited. On the whole, infonnation in this room is more
accessible than in the main archive, and therefore the atmosphere is less intimidating.

Sample Keywords

Environmental Decay
Land
Land Clearing
Land Use

There's a general classification scheme for each set of files, the highlights of one
such are "Land-The Background of Civilization," "Homes and Living Conditions,"
"Transportation," "Work-The Economic Basis of Survival," "Processing and
Manufacturing," "Selling and Distribution," "Services." Each heading has tons of
subheadings. I think serendipitous wandering is the only way to handle this collection.
When I looked up sheep, I found local examples of farming practices, but also pictures
from Egypt, Paris, Belgium. They'd be wonderful illustrations for a comparative study,
but I'd never have found them looking under Egypt. "Indian Agricultural Methods"
shows mining, planting, plowing, harvest, deer skinning, making tools, and hunting in
both drawings and photographs.

Card Catalog- Topics include: land, mountains, rock formations, caves, historic
sites and monuments, fanns, fann buildings, fences, fields, land treatment, stump land,
forests, trees, deforestation, forest fires, forest conservation, parks, plants, flowers,
wildlife, rivers, floods, bridges, dams, roads, cities and towns as background, people
without emphasis on their activities, homes and living conditions, transportation, Native
Americans, work - "the economic basis of survival," processing and manufacturing,
selling and distribution, services, medicine, recreation, social activity, crime and
portraits.

Albums - Relevant topics include: Agriculture and farming in Wisconsin,
Wisconsin towns and cities - early views (to 1900), Racine - views and landmarks,
Madison, Wisconsin capitol building (1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th), University of Wisconsin­
Madison, early American frontier forts, Civil War, lumbering, river steamboats and
railroads.
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I found this part of the collection to be the most interesting. Albums contain a
broad survey of photos on a given topic over time. As a result, continuities and changes
as well as a sense of historical movement bring these collections to life.

File Cabinets

Portraits - This collection is basic, but interesting. Arranged alphabetically by
last name, a researcher can find photos and clippings of many citizens from around the
state.

Aldo Leopold - newspaper clippings, a PBS ad, 1938 photos of the
Leopold family and the shack, a 1947 portrait and an interesting
shot of Leopold as a child, holding a fish and fishing pole.
John Muir - 1945 photo of J. Muir's wife, photos of Muir Lake and
Muir Cabin, a post card, news clippings, portraits from 1863, 1909
and 1938, the first Wisconsin home of 1. Muir and a photo of Muir giving a
speech in 1918.

Place Photos - Mostly main street shots for anywhere in Wisconsin you can
think of. Arranged alphabetically, most photos seem to date from 1900 to 1965. This
collection interested me as much for what was not presented (people) as for what was
(buildings and streets).

Portage - This file contains numerous shots of the canal, Zona Gale's house,
the Indian Agency house, downtown, the rivers and Fort Winnebago
Madison - This file details nearly every campus structure, the capitol and
downtown generally.

Native Americans - This collection is organized by area first, then by tribe.
Photos include portraits, dwellings, and various activities.

Area - Woodland, Wisconsin and Minnesota, North and East, Southeast, Plains,
Southwest, Inter-mountain/plateau, Northwest U.S. and Canada/Alaska, Aztec
and Indians general.
Tribe (Tribal photos are subdivided by time, place and activity) - Chippewa,
Menomonee, Potawatomi, Fox and Sauk, Winnebago, Stockbridge, Oneida,
Brotherton, Eastern Sioux, Modocs, Iroquois, Algonquian, Delaware, Cherokee,
Choctaw, Creek, Seminole, Plains, Sioux, Mandan, Blackfoot and Blood,
Cheyenne, Flathead, Comanche, Crow, Kiowa, Osage, Plains, Shawnee, Utes,
Navajo, Apache (wi portraits), Pueblo, Acoma, La Guna, Taos, Tesuque, Zuni,
Hopi, Papago, Pimas and Aztec.

Interestine Finds

Under Environmental Decay:
3508: 23 photos--depressing scenes of 1924 Menominee River bridge
3586: 40 photos--Lake Winnebago refuse dump, 1963, migratory birds, shoreline,

dump.
4567: 50 photos. NY photo exhibit "Open Space in the Inner City." They

couldn't find this one when I asked for it, so if anyone can track it down, I'd love to see it.
4649: Pollution sites in Wisconsin.
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State Historical Society Main Stacks

For those of us who conduct research in the State Historical Society of Wisconsin
(SHSW) regularly, the phrase architecture of knowledge doesn't feel quite right. After all,
architecture suggests some type of imposed order and rationality. The labyrinthal appearance
of the stacks give the opposite impression. Windows that reveal interior rooms, low ceilings,
menacing pipes, narrow staircases, suspiciously unmarked doors, self-guided elevators -- no
sane architect, even the one that designed the Humanities Building, could have created a
riddle like this one.

The explanation, of course, is that the physical layout is the end result of a century-old
process of organic growth and adaptation. Constructed around 1900, the building was initially
shaped like a "U" pointed towards Bascom Hill and only half as deep as it is right now.
Those windows you see on the South wall of the upper book stacks used to open up onto an
interior courtyard. The glass floors over in government docs were supposed to funnel light

from the courtyard into the lower levels. Eventually, the courtYard was filled in and the
entire building extended towards Park Street, adding floor space now occupied by microforms,
archives, and pamphlets. At one point, one whole wing of the building housed university
holdings while the other side housed state archives. One accessed those wings using the
outside doors only. This is why the two ends of the library seem so radically disjointed. We
can now transverse from one wing to other without going outside, but to do it, one has to
walk outside of the original turn-of-the-century building and enter a relatively new hallway
(the one directly behind Circulation). Not only the shape of the building, but the uses of the
interior space have changed dramatically as well. When the university holdings departed for
Memorial library, the SHSW was free to pursue its role as historical depository and archives
for the State of Wisconsin. Just thirty years ago, all visitors to the library signed a guest
book and were waited on for every request. Not so anymore. NLS has done much to
transform the Society from a research-oriented depository into a regular circulating library.
Its holdings, once the guarded secret of those who could fmd the card catalog, are now public
knowledge. Still, only 30% of the Society's materials are located in open stacks.

The way that knowledge is structured in the open stacks is a function of both the
il/logic of the Library of Congress (LaC) call number system and choices made by librarians
over the years. Neither the LaC system nor the librarians have seen fit to designate a special
section for environmental history, so searching for materials is in mainly ways a hit or miss
affair. On floor number twelve (where the "A" call numbers begin) is a wealth of information



for anyone interested in telling the story of an individual community. In the BX section to
the far end of the floor is a collection of membership registers for the Wisconsin districts of
the Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist and Catholic churches; guides to parish archives; and

programs and minutes of church conventions and synods conducted in the midwest going back
to the mid-nineteenth century. The north side of this floor is dedicated to genealogy. If you
know the last name of a Wisconsin personality (maybe a town leader) and want more
biographical detail, one could do worse than start here. The south side is taken up mostly
with parish records, although there is a whole section devoted to frontier religion. The jewel
of the eleventh floor is an entire stack (starting at E 165A) of travel accounts going back to
the early nineteenth century. This is followed by a whole section of place name dictionaries,
travel guides, compendia of American historical sites, and the like. Continuing forward in the
call number sequence, one finds a cache of Indian history and North American archeology,
anthropology and ethnohistory, although some of the material looks a bit dated. One
yellowed volume was titled "My life and Experiences Among Our Hostile Indians."

The ninth and tenth floors of the main stacks primarily contain works of state and
provincial (Canadian) history. These works include the publications of state historical
societies, county histories, and local histories. The LaC cataloging system organizes these
works geographically rather than alphabetically, and thus browsers can wander from Maine,
with the lowest call numbers, through New England, to the Mid-Atlantic, the Deep South, the
Midwest, and eventually out to California and Alaska. Canadian histories follow the Alaskan
histories and proceed in the same east to west fashion. Beyond Canada the ninth floor
contains works concerning exploration and leisure, including sports. Ostensibly any of these
topics might interest an environmental historian, although those pursuing local, regional, or
frontier topics would find them most valuable. The SHSW appears to have an abundance of
travel and exploration accounts and guides as well as a vast collection of detailed local
studies, most of them quite old. With an obvious genealogical bent, works concerning
cemeteries are also abundant. Found tucked between the histories of British Columbia and
exploration are the Journal of Historical Geographv and the Journal of the American
Geographical Society, both of obvious value. All told, anyone interested in studying a
particular place or in finding a place to study might productively roam through these floors.

The eighth floor houses books classified from H to R300, and includes a number of
works relevant to environmental history. Browsing in selected call number ranges will yield
materials on environmental politics (HC110), land-use policy (HD205-HD 1311), agriculture,
the grange, and farm labor (HD1459-HD1527), water resources (HD1694-HD1736), railroad
workers (HD6350), annual reports of railroads (HE2715-HE2791), urban America (HT123),
arbitration o~ fur and fishing (JX238), architecture (NA735), climate (QC792-QC995), and
natural science (QL). The area of the stacks labeled 8A houses materials classified from
R300-Z. Areas of interest include agriculture (S), horticulture (SBl-SB21), the national parks
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(SB482), hunting (SK), railroads (TF), the military (U), and bibliography (Z). 8A also
contains two special sections of note: oversized LOC materials (including county histories
and atlases), and an extensive collection of city directories.

The seventh floor houses the SHSW Library's Cutter collection, which consists of
approximately 20,000 books. The University of Wisconsin was one of the few libraries
outside of Boston to adopt Charles A. Cutter's system of classification, which bears some
resemblance to the LOC Classification system. It is possible to browse for county histories
(F900s), geography and travel (G), archaeology (PWA), and agriculture (RG-). The library
now uses the LOC system, but inadequate funding limits the number of items that librarians
can reclassify each year. Only 15-20% of this collection is included in the online catalog,
making it a rich historical resource that can be easily overlooked. Materials in the Curter
collection overlap with other sections of the SHSW Library; therefore, it is important to check
it for a thorough search of such publications as county histories, travel accounts, the labor
press, biographies, and church records. The collection appears to be especially strong in
county histories and atlases, travel accounts and travel magazines, labor periodicals,
proceedings of professional associations (for example, bankers, teachers), and religion.

Microforms constitute about one-third of the SHSW'.s collection and they must not be
overlooked by researchers. The Society's holdings include the papers of Teddy Roosevelt,
Richard Ballinger, Frederick Olmsted, and John Muir, all on microfilm. Also of interest are
documents from the U.S. General Land Office and the U.S. Bureau of Land Management. In
addition, the microfilm collection contains 617 reels entitled "Western Americana: Frontier
History of the Trans-Mississippi West, 1550-1900," which undoubtedly sees some use.
Anyone interested in urban environmental history might also find much of value in the
microforms collection, perhaps in the "University Settlement Society of New York City
Records," or among the numerous sets concerning labor or social reform movements. The
Society does print a list of major microform holdings (18 pp), obtainable from the research
librarian.

The SHSW Library owns a substantial collection of pamphlets, an invaluable source of
primary and secondary printed materials dating from 1820 to the present. Pamphlets included
ephemeral materials that could be damaged or lost if shelved in the main stacks.
Approximately 70 percent of the 500,000 pamphlets are included in the online catalog. It is
not possible to browse in the pamphlets because they are housed in a closed stack area. Each
pamphlet is cataloged by an accession number, in which the first two digits represent the year
it was added to the collection. Materials in the pamphlet collection include illustrated
programs from nineteenth-century historical pageants, short-lived periodicals, and brochures,
many of which are irreplaceable. A microfiche source entitled Pamphlets in American
History (Microforms Reference Z 1236 M54 1978), based primarily on the SHSW collection,
contains entries for 15,000 titles on political and social issues.
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Addendum: Volumes of Special Interest:

Agricultural History. (v. 1, 1927-present). S 1 A16

Beard, Mary. America Through Women's Eyes (1933

Chisholm, G. G. Longmans' Gazetteer of the World. (1895). Presented by Mrs. Reuben G. Thwaites. G6
C54

Conzen, Michael. The Making of the American Landscape (1990). GF 501 M35 1990

Davis, Richard. Encyclopedia of American Forest and Conservation History, 2v. (1983). SD143 E53 1983

Grey Owl. The Men of the last Frontier (1932). F 1060.9 G74

Grinnell, George Bird. Trails of the Pathfinders (1911). F 592 G86

Hulburt, Archer B. Soil: Its Influence on the History of the United States (1930)

Kessinger's Mid-West Review. (vA, 1925-v.18, 1932). F 896 +7K42 Cutter

Merchant, Carolyn. Ecological Revolutions (1989). GF 504 N45 M47 1989

Missouri Historical Review, 1906-1980. F 461 M59

State Historical Society of Montana, 1876-1940. F 1030 R14

Motor Travel. (v. 12, 1920-v.23, 1931). American Automobile Association Pub. G83 +7M91 Cutter

New England Cities Business Directory. (1867). G 84 2 N5 C4tter

The Passenger Pigeon. (v.l, 1939-vA3, 1981). A newsletter to encourage the study of Wisconsin birds.
QL 671 .P3

Pike, Elizabeth. Pioneer History of Camden, New York (1897). F 129 C17 P6

Sierra Club Bulletin, F 868 5555

Stewart, George. Names on the Land: A Historical Account of Place-Naming in the U.S. (1958)

Thompson, G. A. The Geographical and Historical Dictionary of America and the West Indies, 4v. (1814).
G80 +6A35 2 Cutter

Vestal, Stanley. King of the Fur Traders (1940). F 1030 R14

Woman's National Farm and Garden Association Bulletin. (vA, 1918). Pam. 54-434

Wright, Theodore. The Beloit Pageant. (1916). Pam. 56-3731

4

..



GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS

"To te 11 the truth, I thought of all the damned paperwork this was
going to mean in the morning." General Walter Bedell Smith on the signing

the armistice to end World War II in Europe.

"Most of the work in the Defense Department is writing reports."
Admiral Hyman Rickover testifying before the Senate on Jan. 28, 1982.

Government is nothing if it is not paperwork. There is buried treasure in
this sea of paper. The Government Printing Office is the largest publisher in
the world; additionally many agencies and departments publish their own
documents.

What's in gov docs

The State Historical Society became a depository for government documents in
1870 and became the nation's first regional depository in 1954. As a
depository for federal and Wisconsin documents, the Society receives a steady
stream of published material. In addition, it houses documents from other
states, Canada, and intergovernmental organizations. These documents are as
diverse a set of offerings as you are likely to find: a survey of western
water law by the U.S. Department of Agriculture; an evaluation of water
quality by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources; the censuses of
population, agriculture, manufactures, and mineral industries; environmental
impact statements for federal and state projects; congressional hearings on
nuclear plant fires; reports about issues taken up by special congressional
committees; periodicals regularly published by government agencies; records of
proceedings before courts and administrative agencies.

Beginning in the 1960s, the Society could no longer house all of these
documents, and they began to distribute them throughout the campus library
system. For example, many of the post-1962 U.S. Department of Agriculture
documents were shipped to Steenbock. Nonetheless, many useful "Miscellaneous
Reports" published by USDA are housed at the Society. The documents of the
Environmental Protection Agency are scattered between the Steenbock, Wendt,
and Law libraries. So you must be prepared to travel. Many documents
(particularly those from states and Canada) are stored in boxes. The
librarian will hunt them up, but be prepared to wait.

How it's organized

Government documents are organized by the name of the agency and the branch of
government. You need to learn which agencies and branches have
responsibilities in your field of interest. The Government Manual (see call
number below) identifies current federal agencies and their responsibilities.
Appendix C of the manual traces the history of agencies that have had their
name changed or been dissolved. Before there was the U.S. EPA, other
agencies had responsibilities for air and water quality. This book can help
you locate these agencies. We learned that the Environmental Quality Council
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existed briefly before the creation of the President's Council on
Environmental Quality in 1970.

Government documents are housed on several floors behind the government
documents alcove. Floor guides are posted on each floor.

How to find documents

Most of the documents are not cataloged in the card catalog, and only those
published since 1976 are in the MADCAT system. Thus you must be prepared to
use a series of finding aids. The finding aid most efficient for your use
depends on the type of material you are looking for and the time period from
which you want documents. For example, if you want the records of a
congressional hearing you use a different finding aid than you do if you want
a study by a federal agency. Documents produced by federal agencies before
the late 1800s are not in the Monthly Catalog, and other aids must be used.

It is crucial to record the entire SuDocs number (Superintendent of Documents
number). The first letter specifies the government agency, the initial number
refers to the subagency, and subsequent numbers specify the publication,
series, and the number of the publication in a series.

In the literature easel at the front of the check out desk, the Society
provides a broad selection of one-page handouts on government documents.
Titles range from "U.S. Federal Government Publications Users' Guide" to
"Wisconsin State Government Publications." These will help you get started,
but you will inevitably end up speaking with the government documents
librarian. However, if you are going to work with government documents a good
deal, it pays to learn how to use the finding aids. Otherwise, you are
dependent on the skills of the librarian and her or his understanding of all
of the possibilities that your topic offers.

Scanning the shelves pertaining to relevant agencies is a worthwhile exercise
to find items by serendipity and to generate paper topics. You will learn
quickly that government agencies produce paperwork in unexpected areas. The
Department of Agriculture, for example, published a field guide for plants in
Arizona. Understanding why the agency commissioned this study could shed
light on agricultural policy of the time. Presidential commissions have
studied urban problems, but few environmental histories have been written in
this area. Numerous defense reports have analyzed the destructive capacity of
military arsenal; it remains for someone to write an environmental history on
the subject.

Finding the documents you need presents special challenges. If you know only
the popular name of a report, such as the Warren Commission report, you may
not find what you looking for without the formal title of the report. Use the
Popular Names of U.S. Government Reports, 1984. If you know the title, use
the cumulative Title Index to United States Public Documents. For
congressional hearings, committee reports, and house and senate reports use
the CIS indexes to hearings, committee prints, and the serial set. (The
Congressional Information Service, or CIS, is a private company that produces
the best indexes into certain government documents. They are easy to use.
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