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Steenbock Memorial Library is the primary resource library for the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences,
School of Family Resources and Consumer Sciences, and School of Veterinary Medicine. As a result, the collection
focuses largely on environmental topics -- including livestock, crops, farming methods, biotechnology, water
resources, products tied to agriculture (commodities, textiles, beersfales, and ice cream!). There is a strong
historical element to the collection as a whole with books and periodicals dating from the 1880’s to the present.
As a part of the United States regional depository library system, Steenbock has a virtually complete collection of
all the publications of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Department of the Interior, Environmental Protection
Agency, Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Census of Agriculture. Recently acquired books and current periodicals
can be found in an alcove immediately south of the entrance on the second floor.

The library can be broken down into several divisions:
Search aids:
CD-Rom Stations
Indexes and Abstracts
Reference Materials
Periodicals
Government Documents
Main Book Collection
Cutter Collection
Special Collections

The remainder of this paper is organized around these categories.
SEARCH AIDS

CD-Rom Stations':

Steenbock Library has a large collection of electronic database systems. These systems may be searched
by any word or phrase, including subject and authors. The following is a list of relevant CD-ROM
databases that the library owns and a brief synopsis of the content of each.

AGRICOLA 1970 - present (updated quarterly)

This indexes 2,500 journals, USDA publications, state agricultural experiment station and
extension services documents, FAO publications, conference proceedings, and books. Its subject
matter covers agricultural economics, agricultural engineering, agricultural products, animal
industries, animal nutrition, botany, entomology, environmental impact, fertilizers, pesticides,

plant science, soil science, veterinary medicine and water management. Approximately 10% of
the citations include abstracts.

AGRIS 1986 - present (updated quarterly)

This indexes English and foreign-language journals, books, reports, conference papers, and
patents. Its subject matter covers agriculture, animal production, aquatic sciences and fisheries,
extension work, machinery and buildings, natural resources, plant production and protection,

pollution, protection of stored products, and rural sociology. Approximately 10-15% of the
citations include abstracts.

'The information provided here is from "CD-ROM Databases," a handout distributed by Steenbock
Memorial Library, University of Wisconsin-Madison, January 1993.
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BIOLOGICAL AND AGRICULTURAL INDEX 1983 - present (updated quarterl

This indexes articles, biographical sketches, book reviews, and some letters to the editor from 225
English-language periodicals in the agricultural and life science. Subject matter covers agriculture,
agricultural chemicals, animal husbandry, biochemistry, botany, biology, ecology, entomology,
environmental science, food science, forestry, genetics, horticulture, microbiology, nutrition, plant
pathology, soil science, veterinary medicine, and zoology.

TROPAG & RURAL 1975 - present (updated semiannually)

This indexes 6,000 English and foreign-language journals, books, reports, theses, conference
proceedings, and extension pamphlets each year. The subject matter covers agricultural economic,
agroforestry, crop processing and storage, environmental issues, farming systems, fertilizers, post-
harvest cooperation, and soil science. Approximately 80% of the citations include abstracts.

WATER RESOURCES ABSTRACTS 1967 - present (updated semiannually)

This index provides citations and abstracts of international scientific and technical literature dealing
with water-related topics in the life, physical and social sciences. The subject matter covered
includes water resources supply, conservation, management, protection, law, engineering, and

pollution.

Although the CD-Roms are very convenient, they cover a fairly brief and recent time period. Therefore, historians

should also consult the printed indexes listed below.

Reference Materials: The reference collection contains many of the standard reference materials (Reader’s Guide,
assorted dictionaries and encyclopedias). Many should be of interest to the environmental historian. The following

is a brief sample of some interesting and unique titles.

Animal and veterinary guides ( covering birds, fish, wildlife, farm animals).

Agricultural references. For example:
Agriculture: Illustrated Search Strategy and Sources (S 494.5 147 K62 1992)
Agriculture Research Centers (S 530.5A3310) )
Encyclopedia of American Agricultural History (S 44 1529)

Planting the Future: Resource Guide to Sustainable Agriculture in the Third World (S 482 P58 1990)

Basic references to Wisconsin Statutes and Agriculture Law,

Biotechnology references. For example:
The Biotechnology Directory (TP 248.3 156 1992)

Environmental research guides. For example:
The Water Encyclopedia (TD 351 V36 1990)
World Environmental Directory (TD12 W65)

Gardening guides and references. For example:
Dictionary of Gardening (SB 450.95 D53 1992)

Guides to electronic data sources. For example:

The Directory of Computer Readable Data Sources
Federal Database Finder (2699.22737 )

Landscape architecture references. For example:
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Dictionary of Landscape Architecture (SB 469.25 M67 1987)

Resource Conservation references. For example:
Resource Conservation Glossary (S 922 R47 1982)

Various horticulture guides. .

Indexes and Abstracts - Indexes and abstracts in Steenbock reflect the collection as a whole and cover the
"consumption” of the environment in all its forms. Examples:

Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstract

Bibliography of Agriculture, 1942 - present.

Biological Sciences and Living Resources

Environment Abstracts

Field Crop Abstracts

Forestry Abstracts

Index to Scientific and Technical Proceedings, 1978 - present.
Leisure, Recreation and Tourism Abstracts

Selected Water Resource Abstracts

World Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology Abstracts
Wildlife Abstracts, 1935 -1980.

Wildlife Review, 1935 - present.

PERIODICALS

Periodicals, like the indexes and abstracts cover a wide range of environmental topics and concerns.
Examples:

Dakota Farmer (1918-1964)
European Journal of Biochemistry

Happenings in Soil Conservation
Holstein World

Ice Cream Review (1922-1967)
Ice Cream Trade Journal (1912-1965)

GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS

Steenbock has a treasure trove of government documents dealing with the environment. In addition to its
nearly complete holdings of U.S. Department of Agriculture, Department of the Interior, Environmental
Protection Agency, Fish and Wildlife Service and Census of Agriculture publications there are also
agriculture and life science publications from other government agencies (Park Service, Bureau of Land
Management), from state agencies and from the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United
Nations. These are all contained on the 4th floor of Steenbock and are grouped by agency.

National Agriculture documents: These cover not only U.S. Government reports on agriculture but also
outreach publications on agriculture and agricultural practices.

References:

Bibliographies and Literature of Agriculture, 1943 - present.
Cumulative Index to the Monthly Catalog of U.S. Government Publications, 1900 - present. This
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is a necessary starting point for any research involving government publications. It is absolutely
impossible to adequately review these publications without the help of such an aid.
Dictionary Catalog of the National Agricultural Library (by author) 1862-present

Reports and Publications:

The Yearbook of Agriculture, 1894 - present.
Agriculture Handbooks - outreach publications covering a wide range of agricultural topics.
Speeches and Major Press Releases, 1980 - present.
USDA Annual Report, 1849 - present.
U.S.D.A. Statistical Bulletins 1923-present.
U.S.D.A. Experiment Station Records 1889-present?
Other U.S.D.A. publications dealing with:
Agricultural Economics
Agricultural Economic Report, 1961 - present.
Agricultural Statistics series, 1936 - present.
Economic Research Service (and the earlier Bureau of Agricultural Economics ) reports.
Forest Service
Plant Industry
Soil Conservation Service reports
--State by State reports
Various collections of older agricultural oriented research journals put out by the USDA.
Weather Bureau, Monthly Weather Review, 1886 - 1973. Also produces a weckly
weather and crop bulletin and other climate related series. :
U.S. Census of Agriculture:
Census from 1850-present. Tabulated by state with a national summary. From 1850-
1940 census was done every ten years. Since 1940 census done every five years.

Department of the Interior:

In general, government approaches to issues such as mining, energy, and extractive industries can
be found here.

U.S. Council on Environmental Quality, 1970 - present.
Bureau of Land Management documents. Also includes publications from Bureau of Outdoor
Recreation and Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.
Fish and Wildlife Service documents. For example:
F. & W.S. Biological Reports
F. & W.S. Habitar Suitability Models
Park Service documents. For example:

Spanish Colonial Research Center Computerized Index of Spanish Colonial Documents
(3 vols). (1 29.82 Sp)

State of Wisconsin:

Steenbock has a substantial collection of government documents pertaining to Wisconsin. Principally there
are a variety of publications dealing with agriculture, resources, land use. Examples include:
Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletins (1883-present)
Cooperative Extension Bulletins
Department of Agriculture Bulletins (1915-present)
Department of Natural Resources Reports
Wisconsin Blue Book, 1889 - present
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International Agriculture documents:

The principal resources pertaining to international agriculture are publications coming from the
Food and Agriculture Organization. The topics addressed in these publications include: soils,
statistics, farm guides, forestry, food and agriculture legislation, food, farm products, impacts of
agriculture, chemicals (pesticides, fertilizers, herbicides, etc.), fisheries, development, animal
health, commodity statements, "locusts newsletter"). The following are some examples.
Monthly Bulletin of Agricultural Economics and Statistics, by the Food and Agriculture
Organization. This series runs from 1948 to the present.

Publications by other governments on their country’s agriculture (focus on statistics).

MAIN BOOK COLLECTION

The main book collection, as with the abstracts and periodicals, focuses on life sciences, land-use, impacts of land-
use, family resources, and consumer sciences. Of particular interest would be their holdings dealing with:

agriculture -- both history, present-day practices and innovations in agricultural production.
community -- rural society, urban society

collection of cookbooks

environment -- use of resources, environmental law, hydrology, reclamation

family

geography (urban and rural)

nutritional science/research

rural life -- ranging from settlement of rural areas to modern rural life.

CUTTER COLLECTION

This portion of the library represents the older, out-of-date books and monographs held by the library. Covers the
general holding of the library -- largely agriculturally focused. Some gems are in the collection. For example:

N.K. Fairbank. Records of production of the N.K. Fairbank Guernsey Herd. Vol. 1, 1885-1888. Lake

Geneva Wi. (Actual handwritten farm ledger which tracks the daily milk production by cow of Fairbank’s
herd.)

Milk Papers, 1910 - 1941, (RW BP.9B81)

Sugar Beet Technology (RKP.F94.2)

Critchell and Raymond, A History of the Frozen Meat Trade (RKC.C86)
Martin, Physical Geography of Wisconsin (RMA M36 1932)

Woody, A History of Women's Education in the U.S., 2 vols. (REN.W868)
The Book of Rural Life, 10 vols. (RDPE.D64)

Several histories of various departments of agriculture and agricultural schools.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

There are several special collections held in the basement of the library. These special collections contain a
substantial amount of material pertaining to bee-keeping (the Miller Collection) and horses. (Reference has been
made to Frank Lloyd Wright materials in the Special Collections although we did not encounter any in our brief
browsing.) Be forewamed however, that access to these collections is not convenient nor enthusiastically
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encouraged--come prepared to convince the librarians that you really need to see the collection!

Examples:

Agriculture --

American Horse Book (1880)

Annals of Agriculture (1784-1791)

Cattle Diseases in Nebraska (1821)

The Cultivator (A Monthly Publication Designed to Improve the Soil and the Mind), (1838-62)
Dictionaire d’Agriculture (Paris, 1815)

Essays relating to Agriculture and Rural Affairs, 3 volumes (London, 1797)

Farmer’s Magazine (1880-1807, 1868-1870)

Queen Vashti: The Autobiography of a Guernsey Cow -- Her Owners, Companions, Caretakers, Ancestors
and Descendants (19067)

Cookbooks --

Art of Cookery (1708)
The Cook’s Oracle (1821)

Natural Resources:

M\\\&r

Forst-Magazin 1763-1791 (in German)

Aldo Leopold, 1931. Game Survey of the North Central States.

Matthew North, 1912. Mississippi River Logging Company.

Mary V. Walcott. North American Wild Flowers (5 vols).

F. N. Hamerstrom Jr. et al., 1929-40. Wisconsin Prairie Grouse Studies.
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Bill and Mark'é Excellent Adventure

Eugene P. Sheeliy, Guide i Reference Books

The major hLeadings are: General Reference ¥Works; The Humanities; Social Behavioral Sciences;
History and Area Studies; Science, Technology, and Medicine. Some interesting sub-headings are:
Ecolozy, Natural History, Geography & Sociology.
This work is so comprehensive, it is somewhat overwhelming. Even thoughI started here, I would
recommend that people start with the abstracts, encyclopedias, dictionaries, and repository guides
lizted below, and then return to the Guide 1o Reference Books 1o find four or five additional
possibilities for each category.
John Ullman and Jan Colbert, The Reporters Handbook

‘Amexica: History and Life

This is a bibliographic gold mine and it is easy 10 loose all track of time when you are "workin' the
diggings. Updated three tmes yearly, America: History and Life provides citwtions (usually with
abstracts) 1 journal articles and dissertations on all aspects of American and Canadian history. There
is also a list of book reviews. The abstract has a base of over 2100 jowrnals. I have included the
table of contents from the most recent issue. America: History and Life {(1982- ) is also available on
compact disc.

Index of Economic Articles; Sociological Abstracts; and Geographical Abstracts - Two volumes:
Humsan Geography and Physical Geography

After spending too much time with AHS&L, these three abstracts left this historian cold, but they
would be useful for people in other fields. All four abstracts are very helpful for establishing a range
of background resdings as well as placing your wpic in the field. ’

Diszertation Abstracts (DA)

If you are planning on spending three or more years writing & dissertation, it is a good idea to
make swre 0o one else has already done your project. Dissertation abstracts is the piace i discover
what has alread v been done. Atlows, DA i3 on compactdisc. After typing in a few key words [
was presented with a list of dissertations, and by selecting the ones I wanted, I wag able © geta 500
wond abstrect of the research.

I encourage people 10 search widely in rhe DA because I was able 10 pickup a surprsing amount of
information about the San Josquin Yalley just from reading abstracts.
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National Historical Publications and Records Commission, Directory of Archives and Manuscript
Repositories, 1968 (CD 3020 . D45)

The mpositories are organised by state. Each entry lists an address and phone number if there is
one, describes the collection and identifies When a printed guide is available.
National Union Catslog of Manuecrpt Collections, 1962

Sometimes all you need is & quick, down and dirty definition on a person or an event. In those
cases, historical dictionaries and enr'yclopedms are helpful. I have listed the cell numbers for quick
reference.

Dictionsry of Americen Biography [E 176 .DS63]

A who's who of American History. - This series is broken down by subject, birthplace, school
&college, occupation and topic. When I looked under imrigation there were a number of entries, but
the names were notincluded. There are only 13,000 entries so the person has o be fairly important.
I did find William Mulhuland.

Dictionary of American History [E174 .D522 1983]

This dictionary wes started in 1936 with 6000 entdes. Now there are ?200 entries in seven
volume (plus index). The dictionary is somewhat hard 1o use because of the index and croSs
- references. Ilooked up the Wright Act(1887) and found the reference in a discussion of irrigation. .

The entry was correct, but brief.
Encyclopedis of American Ecommic History [HC 103 .E523]

This encyclopedia is geared toward economic themes and processes. The subject headings are
Historiogrsphy, Chronology, and Framework. There were two listings under Framework that
seemed helpful, Agriculture and Natural Resources. The chronology section is good for a quick
economic history of the perind under study. '

Encyelopedis of American History [E 174.5 .M847 1982]

This encyclopedia presents “essential historical facts.” The majority of the hesdings are

presented chronologicslly, although there is & section on "500 Notable Americans.” This dictionary

" is not user friendly, ot least for socisl historians. There was no reference for the Wright Act, nor was
there any listing for imgation. The one use I did find wes thatI could see what was happening
arourul 1887 in the restof the Uniwed States.
orld Almanac and Book of Facts [AY67 N5 W7]

Just ebout ever fact you could ever want; climatic, economic, demogrephic, you name it. 1
looked up sgricultural stetistics. Unfortunately there is not & ime seres compilation. If you want o
wsck a statistic over five years you have 1 look at five books.

Py
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Book Review Digest

‘This i3 a list of book reviews, accompanied by a small extract of the review. The Digestis
armanged by Author and compiled vearly. Look for reviews in the two years after the publication
date.

Hew York Times Index _ :

If you wish to judge press coverage of an event, this is the place to start. The Index catalogs all.
the articles in the NYT. The Index is broken down into volumes by years, so youneed © know
some dates, and the volumes are brokendown by wpics arranged alphabetically.
~ Readers Guide 1o Periodical Literature ’

This “cumulative author subject index tu English language periodicals of general interest” has
been published every year since 1900. Authors and subjects are listed together alphabetically. The
guide has a very detiled subject headings (nature and man; natore centers; nature in muﬁic; natore
literature; etc.) and many headings include cross references (the heading "environment” has a half
page of cross references and six pages of listings).

Poole's Guide to Periodical Literature

If you are mmresmd in perodicel prior to 1900, go 1 Poole's. Poole's guide goes all the way
back 1 1802. Poole's has the same formatas Reader's Guide. Atthe UI library there are also books
available 1o help researchers navigate 19th century periodical littrature. One book that looked

partcularly helpful wes American Periodicals, 1741-1900: An Index to Microfilm Collections {(Ann
Arbor, 1979)

Altermative Press Index

This index covers the obscure joumnals of the left from 1969 10 the present. It uses the same
format as the above guides. Journals that listed environment a3 their subject include: Alternatives
Amicus, Asian Pacific Environment, Bogong and Chain Reaction (both from Avstralia), Earth
First!, EBarth Island Jowmal, Ecologist, Environmental Action, Greenpeace, New Catalyst, Nota
Man Apart, Reise the Stakes. Rew Material Report, Simoly Livine end Womenand
Environments. Other titles include Daybreak and North East Indian Quarerly {native peoples),
Antipode {zeogrophy) Redical History Review end Z Magazine.
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A.AtlanticProvinces ......... ... 00ttt 35 A.General. ... ... 92
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